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France, Svitzerland /UK

Date on the #B.£010 Armagnac, Breguet~T63, 50-30 25X1A2g
Bretagne, and the Vickers Viscount
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25X1A2g

25X1X6

i. The 3E-2010 is & French % t aireralt wnleh: is called the Armegnec, The SE
refers to the manufactwrer [SHOASE - Soclste Hetionale de Constructlons dero-
neutigues du Sud-Zst/. The prototype of the Armagnac was first flown in January
1559, Right produetion elrcrafi were menufactured; tue first cne of these flew
in December 1990. I believe that seven Armagnaes are in existence at present.

I think that the SE-2010 is ro longer™in production, or, if 1t is, & very small
munber of them sre being completed. To the best of my knowledge no alrline is
Planning to buy tuis type of airplane. The Armagnac is pressurized Tor csbin
altitude of 2500 meters at 6,003 mriers, It hés a crew of frowm seven to 1l PeTSONs.
It carries Oh persoms in normel sesting and 107 in secoad-class version. fargo
capscity is 43 cuble meters. OSpecific detalls in regard to the engine , rangs,
crulaing speed, and other matters pertaining to the Armagnac are to be fowmd in
Jane’'s, "All the World's Aircwaft” 1752-1953. A photogrepk 1s also provided.

In ad@ition, various US and French aviation magorinen essrrled erticles on this
plane.

2. The Armegmac originelly was designed to accommodate thyee tieys of herths. aAs
& result 1t has 2 amall luggege compartment. The cabin is extremely high, re-
sulting in wasted space. As far as I comld tell, it 1z a good plane serodynanically
speaking. T believe it will be good as a trooy transport or as a hospital vrans-
port. In that case, the alrereft possibly could eccommodate four tieprs. Cuch
& gmall mmber of SZ-2010s were built that there is now m shortage of parts.
In addition the fact thel 80 few were bullt means that the aircraft camnot be
comeidered fy tested and proven. TAl /Compegnie de Transports seriens Inter-
continentaux/ has hed the Armagnac in operation since about the middle of 1952,
These flights could be comsidered as service testing the alrcraft. The armsgnacs
vere used on the route to French Indochina. However, TAI has stoyped utiliziag
these alrcraft, or is Jjust ebout to stop utilizing them. 4 combine of two or
three French airlines wil! use the Armegnac, however. This combime will imelude
TAI end there probebly will be some participation on the part of the French
GCovermment. This conbine will transport govermmeni personnel and troops to FPreach
Indoching., )

3. The only other lurge four-engine (piston engine) Fremch transport aircraft is
the Dreguet-763. The Breguet-T50 wae an earlier model., These alrcraft are

Fzsxng
nguég)‘%%a 09005000016

Approved For Release 1999/09/10 : CIA-R



b,

A

Mrd’ved 1:01' Reiease 1999/09/10 : CIA-RDP83-00423R000900500001-6
, - »

“‘ "
A

-2 .

ce€ by the Preguet Company, which 1s o private firm, The plenss are of
bout. the same vintage as the Armegnac. They bavs two decks and look roughly
like a Palrel:ild C-119. Tetails on this aircraft would elso be available in
Jape's. Incidentally as is kpown, the majority of French airereft compsniss
are ymlortunately otill nationalized and I have heard from well informed sources
thet aprerently the netionelized aireraft industry is still infiltrated by
Commuminte and is etill inefficient.

The 50-30 s called the retagne. The SC refers to the manufecturer /SNCASO -
Jociete Rationale de Comstructions iercasutiques du Sud-Ouest/. The Pretagne
is rather eimilar to a Convaeir 24C. I wvould say that in rintsge it is older
then the Armagpac Lut is definitely a post-World War I product. The B0-30 15
& twin-engine alreraft with e twin tail and fail wheel landing grar. It is
pressurized and uses the “ratt & Whltoey 290C engine. Againm specific details
on this plane would be awailable in Jare‘s.

In sreaking of the Vickers Viscourt I would like to limit my remarks to my
personal impressione gained from & flight in a Viscoumt. I imszine that deteiled
specifications of the alrcraft ere svallable from_other sources, I went on a
demonstration flight in a Viscount owned by BEA ,Aritish Buropean Airways/ in
about Aprll 1893 at Gemeva. The Viscount has much less vioration than n piston
engine plane, However, I would say thet during take-off and climb it is as noisy
as, for example the Convalr 240 or 340, but with a different type of noise,ie
the noise is of higher fvequency. Twring teke-off and olimd any passconger in the
extreme Tovvard part or the year part of the cabin experisnces quite a bit of
noige. The props seem Lo move st & very high number of rpm, but T am told that
thie is not actually so. The Viscoumt may be descrived es a good clean aireraft.
I would say, nowever, that 1t does not seer to perform. too well on take-off and
while cliwbing; its performance seems to be laboricus. Thig airplane has four
small turbo-prop sngines called the Rolls-Royte Dart. ZSmch T believe is about
1200 bp. It 48 said to crulse at about 300 miles per hour at 25 thousand feat,
but 1 think the resl speed is about 260. It may be said to compete with a Convair
2 or 340, In flight the wing of the Viscount wrinkles, wirlch is of course
also exparienced In other sircraft. The wing is a tvwo spur affair with close
heavy ribs end no spsn-wige stringers. 5ince 1t has beavy gkin, it gets fewer
but deeper wrinkles,
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